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Logistics Hall of Fame: Gala reception with more 
than 200 international guests in Berlin 
Cube storage pioneers from Norway inducted into the world hall of fame. 

Axel Frey and Harry Seifert receive Logistics Leader of the Year Award. 

US aid organisation International Medical Corps receives the Lynn C. Fritz Medal for Excellence in 

Humanitarian Logistics, which was awarded for the first time. 

 

    

Download (click on pictures): Jakob Hatteland (left) and Ingvar Hognaland received the membership 

certificate of the Logistics Hall of Fame in Berlin. Honoured with the Logistics Leader of the Year 

Award: Axel Frey (middle left) and Harry Seifert (middle right). Premiere at the gala: International 

Medical Corps from the USA received the Lynn C. Fritz Medal for Excellence in Humanitarian 

Logistics. Photos: Sebastian Semmer/Logistics Hall of Fame 

 

Ismaning near Munich, November 30, 2023. Thunderous applause at the TIPI am Kanzleramt in 

Berlin: on Wednesday evening, Cube Storage pioneers Jakob Hatteland and Ingvar Hognaland were 

inducted into the logistics hall of fame on Europe's largest stationary tent stage. More than 200 

international guests from business, science, non-governmental organisations and politics paid tribute 

to the achievements of the Norwegians, who founded AutoStore in 1996. 

 

According to the jury, the two Scandinavians can claim to have reinvented and commercialised 

warehousing with the AutoStore system. The underlying principle of cube storage automation is one 

of the most important inventions in modern logistics. "Today, AutoStore has become synonymous 

with a space-saving, easily scalable small parts warehouse in almost all industries," emphasised 

Oliver Luksic, Federal Government Coordinator for Freight Transport and Logistics, in his laudatory 

speech. 

 

The technical director of Jakob Hatteland Electronics AS, Ingvar Hognaland, came up with the idea of 

space-saving cube storage automation in the 1990s. The automated storage system based on the 

cube principle, which later became known worldwide under the product name AutoStore, enabled 

unprecedented efficiency in warehouse logistics when it was launched in 2004: compared to 

conventional systems, 75 per cent of the volume can be saved. It is also easily scalable, energy-

efficient and enables high system availability. Today, more than 1,250 AutoStore systems are in use 
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in more than 900 companies in 50 countries worldwide. After Hatteland and Hognaland successfully 

sold AutoStore to an investor, the company was valued at more than 1.5 billion euros before being 

sold to a second investor in 2019. It was Norway's first unicorn. 

 

The decision to induct the two Norwegians into the Logistics Hall of Fame was made in the summer 

by a jury of 70 well-known personalities from business, science, politics and the media from 13 

nations. 

 

There was loud applause not only for the two Scandinavians, but also for two Swabians:  

Axel Frey and Harry Seifert from the Seifert Logistics Group in Ulm were honoured as Logistics Leader 

of the Year 2023. "Axel Frey and Harry Seifert have driven forward a remarkable strategic 

transformation of the medium-sized logistics service provider under the motto 'Full throttle towards 

the future', which is visible in countless large and small details, but has become even more of a 

beacon for medium-sized logistics. It is a transformation that focuses on employees, digitalisation 

and sustainable growth," said Frank Müller, Senior Vice President Sales & Service Business 

Development at STILL and representative of the award sponsor STILL GmbH. 

 

Harry Seifert is Chairman of the Advisory Board of the Seifert Logistics Group. In more than four 

decades at the helm of the company, he has made it one of the top 100 logistics service providers in 

Germany. Axel Frey, a member of the Management Board since 2019 and CEO since 2022, manages 

the company's operational business. Together, they have reorganised the service provider in recent 

years. The Swabian management duo caused a stir in the logistics sector, particularly with their 

"employees first" philosophy. The latest company figures bear witness to the success of the 

transformation: between 2021 and 2023, the number of employees rose by 1,500 to more than 

4,000 and turnover will reach a record 330 million euros in 2023. 

 

The Lynn C. Fritz Medal for Excellence in Humanitarian Logistics was also awarded for the first time at 

the gala reception: The medal, donated by the Californian Fritz Institute, was given to the US aid 

organisation International Medical Corps to take home to Los Angeles. With its self-developed 

"Pharmaceutical Information Management System" (PIMS) software, the organisation has achieved a 

revolution in the management of the last mile in the pharmaceutical supply chain. "Everyone 

benefits from the use of IT, which saves a great deal of time and brings deep transparency to the 

supply chain in disaster areas: humanitarian organisations, pharmacies, governments and, above all, 

patients," emphasised Lynn C. Fritz, CEO of the Fritz Institute, in his laudatory speech. The system is 

successfully in use at 165 locations in 16 countries. Since October 2019, around 1.7 million 

prescriptions have been processed in the software and around three million items have been 

distributed to people in need. 

 

By developing the software, the International Medical Corps solved a problem faced by all 

humanitarian organisations: documenting and managing the procurement, tracking and distribution 

of medicines on paper. A key advantage of the software is that it can be easily customised to any 

language and requires neither a permanent internet connection nor a constant power supply. The 

16-member jury decided in favour of the International Medical Corps software out of all the 

applications because it was developed "by the sector for the sector and by practitioners for 

practitioners", as stated in the explanatory statement. 

 



The Lynn C. Fritz Medal for Excellence in Humanitarian Logistics is awarded annually to humanitarian 

organisations and their partners for outstanding logistics projects. The international prize is awarded 

by the Logistics Hall of Fame. It is sponsored by the Fritz Institute in the USA. 

Background on the Logistics Hall of Fame: The Logistics Hall of Fame honors international 

personalities who have rendered outstanding services to the further development of logistics and 

supply chain management. The goal of the Logistics Hall of Fame is to serve as a global platform for 

documenting the milestones of logistics and honoring its movers and shakers, thus underscoring the 

importance of logistics for business and society. The Logistics Hall of Fame also presents the Logistics 

Leader of the Year Award to current pacesetters in logistics. In addition, the Logistics Hall of Fame 

recognizes innovative logistics projects by humanitarian organizations with the Lynn C. Fritz Medal 

for Excellence in Humanitarian Logistics. The sponsor is the Fritz Institute. The non-profit initiative is 

supported by politics, associations, media, business and science. Dr. Volker Wissing, Federal Minister 

for Digital and Transport, is the patron. 

 

Sponsors: 24/7 ASSISTANCE, ADAC Truckservice, AEB, Working group logistics initiatives Germany, 

Baumann Paletten, BLG LOGISTICS, Federal Ministry for Digital and Transport, German Road Haulage, 

Logistics and Waste Disposal Association (BGL), German Association for Materials Management, 

Purchasing and Logistics (BME), Federal Association of Parcel and Express Logistics (BIEK), Federal 

Association of Forwarding and Logistics (DSLV), German Transport and Logistics Association (BWVL), 

Federal Logistics Association (BVL), Business+Logistic, COYOTE LOGISTICS, German Transport Forum 

(DVF), Duisburger Hafen (duisport), EPAL, European Logistics Association (ELA), Fritz Institute 

(Donor), GARBE Industrial Real Estate, Gebrüder Weiss, Goldbeck, HIAB, impact media projects, 

International Federation of Freight Forwarders Associations (FIATA), International Road Transport 

Union (IRU), INTERROLL, KRONE, Lebensmittel Zeitung, LIP Invest, Locus Robotics, LOGISTIK-Kurier, 

LOGISTIC PEOPLE, LTG – Landauer Transportgesellschaft Doll, materialfluss, METRO LOGISTICS, 

pfenning logistics, PSI Logistics, RIO – THE LOGISTICS FLOW, Schnellecke Logistics, SCHUNCK GROUP, 

Seifert Logistics Group, SETLOG, SSI Schäfer, STILL (Donor), TGW Logistics Group, trans aktuell, 

Automotive Industry Association (VDA), WILTSCHE Fördersysteme, WINNER Spedition, WISAG. 

 

Follow us on Social Media: 

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/showcase/logistics-hall-of-fame 

Facebook: facebook.com/logisticshalloffame 

X: twitter.com/WorldsLHOF 
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